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outpatient satellite facility and has gone on to
develop seven more of these centers through-
out South Florida.

Fred has also taken his duties beyond
Mount Sinai and has dedicated his leadership
and vision to over 50 local and national orga-
nizations. His participation in many state and
federal legislative issues has been critical to
the passage of significant legislation.

We thank Fred for his endless dedication to
Miami’s health care industry and for making
Mount Sinai Medical Center, a national, not-
for-profit, independent teaching hospital a
force to be reckoned with nationally. His ef-
forts will leave a mark on South Florida for
many years to come and although he will be
greatly missed, we wish him the best of luck
in all of his future endeavors, where he will as-
suredly excel.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Dick and Bob Anderson
of Anderson Farms for receiving the Fresno
County Farm Bureau’s Distinguished Service
Award. The Andersons have been providing
dedicated service to the agricultural commu-
nity since the 1940’s and are very deserving
of this honor.

Dick and Lesta Anderson began farming in
Tulare in 1940. Over the years, both of their
sons, Bob and Craig, and grandchildren have
joined in the family farming enterprises.

In 1974, the Andersons purchased land and
equipment in the Huron area from the Giffen
Ranch. They started Vasto Valle Farms, Inc.
where Bob Anderson served as the ranch
manager. During the first year, with only one
tractor operating, they managed to harvest to-
matoes and a variety of row crops. During the
1970’s, they primarily farmed tomatoes, on-
ions, melons, and lettuce.

In the 1980’s, the water situation and com-
modity prices affected their cropping patterns.
The Andersons added many vegetable crops
which were new to the Westside. These crops
included peppers, mixed melons, corn, celery,
garlic, broccoli, leaf lettuce, cauliflower, beans,
and cabbage. With their increased interest in
vegetable production, the Andersons recog-
nized the opportunity of building and operating
their own cold storage facility and began to
ship vegetables under their own labels of
Vasto Valle Farms, Weston, and Dancin
Andson.

In 1977, the Andersons formed a partner-
ship and built a state of the art greenhouse
nursery in Huron. The Plantel Central Valley
Nursery now has 127,000 square feet of
greenhouse space, with plenty of room for ex-
pansion.

Anderson Farms has grown significantly
over the years. The Andersons now plant
vegetables during every month of the year. In
1998, the Andersons expected to grow about
6,400 acres of vegetables.

Dick and Bob Anderson have always been
supportive of their community. They have both
served on the Board of Directors of the Huron

Ginning Company. They support local schools
and help students with their projects and ac-
tivities. Bob’s son, Mark, is currently in charge
of Anderson Farms fresh fruit and vegetable
sales and is Vice Chairman of the California
Cantaloupe Advisory Board. His daughter,
Robyn Black, is Deputy Director of the Califor-
nia Department of Industrial Relations. Robyn
has served as an advisory board member of
California Agriculture in the Classroom and is
a member of the California Farm Water Coali-
tion Board of Directors.

The Andersons are a four generation farm-
ing family. Their love of farming keeps them
searching for new and innovative methods of
keeping up with the constantly changing times.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I
congratulate Dick and Bob Anderson for re-
ceiving the Fresno County Farm Bureau’s Dis-
tinguished Service Award. It is their excep-
tional dedication and contribution to farming
that warrant this recognition. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Dick and Bob
Anderson many more years of success.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the Sheet Metal Workers Union
Local 206 and the Ironworkers Union Local
229, as they are honored by the San Diego-
Imperial Counties Labor Council, AFL–CIO for
their strong support of the Labor to Neighbor
program. The Labor to Neighbor program edu-
cates and involves union members and their
families in the campaign to protect jobs and
the future of working people in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

The Sheet Metal Workers Local 206 is
being recognized for its leadership role in the
Farm Team Project that recruits and develops
future candidates for all levels of elected office
throughout our area. They also provided major
financial assistance for the Voter List Project
and for the fight against Proposition 226, the
thinly-veiled attack on organized labor’s right
to participate in our democratic process.

The Ironworkers Local 229 is being recog-
nized for their ongoing commitment to Labor
to Neighbor, having been also recognized last
year with this same honor. Local 229 orga-
nized an annual Labor to Neighbor fund-rais-
ing golf tournament to support efforts to edu-
cate union members on important issues and
elections throughout San Diego and Imperial
Counties.

For these activities, the San Diego-Imperial
Counties Labor Council, AFL–CIO recognizes
the Sheet Metal Workers Union Local 206 and
the Ironworkers Local 229 with their ‘‘Labor to
Neighbor Award.’’ I am pleased to join in hon-
oring their contributions to the working families
of both San Diego County and Imperial Coun-
ty.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, on April 22,
Burning Punjab reported that two Punjab po-
licemen were found guilty of harassing a
Hindu journalist, Sanjiv Sharma, and three
other members of his family. Police Sub-In-
spector Girdhara Singh and police officer
Balhit Singh tortured Sanjiv Sharma, his father
Chander Muni Lal, his friend Ranjiv Thakur (a
Chandigarh car dealer), and lawyer Ajit Singh.
The police in ‘‘the world’s largest democracy’’
are harassing journalists, lawyers, private
businessmen, and old men! This does not give
me a great deal of confidence in the Punjab
police.

On September 21, 1996, Mr. Sharma had
appeared at a hearing in Patiala. On their way
home, they were intercepted at Bahadurgarh,
according to Burning Punjab, by a police offi-
cer who brought them back to Patiala, where
they were beaten. The four men filed a com-
plaint with the high court, which ordered the
district magistrate to investigate the matter.
The investigation report called for criminal ac-
tion against these two police officers.

Unfortunately, this conduct is typical of the
Punjab police. Here is a police force which
kidnapped human-rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra, which just last month raped 17-
year-old Hardip Kaur, and which has mur-
dered thousands of Sikhs and collected cash
bounties for doing so. These are not the ac-
tions of a law-enforcement agency in a demo-
cratic state. They are the actions of a tyran-
nical occupying force. We must take strong
action to stop this routine oppression.

The United States must speak out for basic
human rights in Punjab, Khalistan. We should
impose strong sanctions on this corrupt re-
gime and speak out in support of a free and
fair plebiscite on the political status of Punjab,
Khalistan. These measures will help to end
the kind of tyrannical abuses that were in-
flicted on Sanjiv Sharma.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to pay tribute to Xavier Cortada for his
newly unveiled exhibition entitled, ‘‘Cubaba’’.
Having exhibited on four different continents,
this month marks the inception of Xavier’s first
solo show in his hometown of Miami, Florida.

Growing up Cuban-American in Miami was
the foundation that inspired Xavier to paint the
enlightening cultural celebration that is
Cubaba. With combined elements of Hispanic
culture and of Anglo-American college life, Xa-
vier gave life to the feelings of ‘‘identity and
belonging, about then and now, about being
Cuban, being American, being both and being
neither.’’ The renegotiation of identity that mir-
rors members of the Cuban generation who
find themselves ‘‘on the hyphen’’.
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